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t After  ten plus  years  at  the  Cleveland  Police  Museum,  

Curator Allan J. Coates has decided to retire.  Originally hired 
as an intern, Coates rose to the position of Curator in 2005 
and has installed or refurbished 14 exhibits since.  He also 
accessioned thousands of new items into the collection man-
agement system, researched many aspects of police history, 
and generally oversaw museum operations. 

 Coates was no stranger to people in uniform.  He is a 
retired U.S. Coast Guard Officer with 30 years of military ser-
vice on five major Coast Guard Cutters.  Coates holds a Mas-
ter of Arts degree in History from Cleveland State University.  
Joyce, his wife of 40 years, and Allan have two children and 
four grandchildren. 

 One of the Curator‟s favorite exhibits is the Torso 
Murders, now refurbished and more inclusive with photos of 
all of the known victims.  The “Death Masks” are still there, 
together with images of the lead investigators and the prime 
suspect.  It is remains one of the most popular exhibits in the 
museum.  “The Glenville Riots: The CPD‟s Bloodiest Day” 
Exhibit stands out for Allan because it brings to life an epi-
sode in CPD and Cleveland history that many would like to 
forget.  It pays homage to the 14 officers that were killed or 
wounded during the riots and does so in a factual and logical 
manner.  This exhibit garners the most comment from the officers themselves. 

 Allan J. Coates cites his greatest challenge at the museum has been keeping up with 
the collection.  He has commenced a complete inventory of the collection and has personally 
handled, marked, or checked the markings on more than 20,000 individual items in the collec-
tion. 

 Curator Coates also acted as docent and enjoyed giving tours to the public and taking 
the Museum-In-A-Box presentations on the road.  “It gave me a chance to interact with a wide 
variety of people and I enjoyed the roll of a teacher.” 

 Coates believes the CPHS has a bright future 
and will continue to grow.  “Its distant future may in-
volve a „regional‟ approach - combining related entities 
within the county.  The key is an affordable, larger facil-
ity that the Society can own, maintain and staff within 
its real-world budget.” 

 During his retirement, Allan has some traveling 
plans with Joyce and hopes to spend time on his model 
railroad.  He wants to get into the more “high tech” as-
pects of the hobby and document it on-line with photo-
graphs and video. 
 

We thank Curator Allan J. Coates for an excellent job 
and wish him a well-deserved retirement! 

Compiled by M.F. Jech 

Curator Allan J. Coates To Retire June 30 
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Cleveland Police Historical Society Members SPECIAL 
 

Discounted Tickets to the 

          Vintage Ohio Wine Festival Adult Taster 

August 7 & 8, 2009 

The Metroparks Farm Park 

8800 Chardon Road 

Kirtland Ohio 44094 
 

Members pay $17 per ticket - a savings of $8 per ticket! 

 

Order at www.VisitVintageOhio.com or 800-227-6972 by August 3 

Discount Code is CPHS2009 
 

Attractions, over 25 free wine samplings, and more! 

 

Tickets are Nonrefundable 

Must be 21 to Order 

Vintage Police Vehicles 
NOW ON DISPLAY IN THE CPD HEADQUARTERS LOBBY 

The Harley-Davidson Trike 
 

Coming Soon 

The 1949 Ford Patrol Car 
 

Brought to you by the Cleveland Police Museum 
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Thank You from Curator Allan J. Coates 
 

Contributions of Historical Material:  William Jech, 

Contributions of Goods or Services:  Harley-Davidson Sales Co., Cleveland; Jim Briola/ Northcoast Sign 
& Lighting, Ohio Technical College 

Monetary Contributions:  The Majel Roddenberry Trust 

Curator’s Note: To our anonymous donors, please take the time to leave a note with your contribution. 
State & Federal Law requires us to document the provenance (ownership) of all of the items in our collec-
tion. Your identity will be held in the strictest confidence. I offer my sincerest thanks to all who contributed to 
the Cleveland Police Museum. 

Our Mission Statement                                         
The Cleveland Police Historical Society exists to 
collect and preserve significant police history and 
to use its collection and programs to interpret po-
lice history and to foster mutual understanding 
and respect between law enforcement officers and 
the public. 

Join the Fun! 

Friday, July 10, 2009 at Bob O Link Golf  Course in Avon. 

Enjoy a day of  golf, friends, food, drink and prizes. 

Sponsors, Raffle Prizes and Golfers 

needed for the Cleveland Police Historical Society’s 

6th Annual Golf  Tournament. 

This event is open to the public.  Help spread the word! 

Contact the Museum at 216-623-5055 or Marge Cermak at 330-467-9306 

for sponsorship options or to register. 

    All proceeds will support the operation of “Our” Museum. 
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THE COP SHOP 
“Your source for summer reading...” 

NOW ON SALE 
 

A true crime account of  a master 

burglar, the Mafia and the biggest 

bank heist in U.S. history…. 
 

$UPERTHIEF 
By Rick Porrello 

Author of  “To Kill the Irishman -” 
 

The Police Museum - CPD Headquarters 

216-623-5055 
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