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Commando
By: Marge Cermak, Trustee
In 1983, Schneider’s Saddlery and Western Wear presented a black quarter horse

INSIDE THIS
ISSUE

mannequin to CPHS for a Mounted Unit exhibit “Working Partners”. Over the years the
young and the “young at heart” visitors have expressed surprise and delight at discovering
a horse in the museum.
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3. 1866

Now in 2014, with numerous areas in need of extensive repairs, Commando looked as if he
should be put out to pasture. Laurence Sisson and John Buekemann took on the project of
restoring the horse to a state useable for display within a museum environment. To this
end, his ears were repaired and the synthetic fiber tail was removed and replaced with real

Legacy

horsehair. The areas of damaged paint were removed and deep scratches and cracks were
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repaired. The horse was repainted a russet brown with hand painted details to better
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represent a horse in police service. For support, a new base was constructed and painted
to reflect the urban environment the mounted police work in. In addition, the bolting plates
were cut from the horse’s hooves and the hollow inside was filled with wooden inserts and
epoxy resin putty allowing the horse to be secured invisibly from the underside of the base.
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Officer Tony Colón directed this project and arranged for Commando to be transported in
style to and from his makeover by the Mounted Unit. Officer Mike Herrin coordinated the
efforts of the unit in making tack available that befits our mighty steed.
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Commando is now ready to
go back on duty at the
Museum and will be joined by
a new mannequin partner
outfitted in a Mounted Unit
dress uniform to complement

Memories

the renewed exhibit.

Continued..

Please stop in at the museum

8. Thank You

and welcome Commando
home. Carrots and apples
optional!
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Commando Continued..
Laurence Sisson is the founder of Sisson Fine Art
Services LLC, located in Cleveland Heights, which has
been operating since 2008. He has worked around the
world as a conservator, consultant and installation
specialist with many museums and private collectors.
He came to Cleveland in 1999 to join the staff of the
Cleveland Museum of Art.
Cleveland based artist John Beukemann is an
illustrator, painter, print-maker and art consultant. Well
known as a landscape painter, John's wide-ranging
experience includes; illustrating children's books,
murals, outdoor large-scale graphics, magazine covers,
and internationally published cartoons. John was the
color consultant on the restoration of The Soldier's and
Sailor's Monument in Public Square and did graphics
and illustrations for the Euclid Beach Carousel installed
in the Crawford Auto-Aviation Museum in University
Circle.

Officer Tony Colón
arranged for
Commando to leave
in style!

T H E H OT S HE ET

3

Take your Place of Honor in the
1866 Legacy Society
By: Marge Cermak, Trustee

Legacy is defined as 1) “anything handed down from the past, as from an ancestor or
predecessor.” 2) Law; “a gift of property, especially personal property, as money, by
will; a bequest.’
The 1866 Legacy Society recognizes and honors those friends and members of The
Cleveland Police Historical Society who have made a commitment to the future of the
Museum by including CPHS in their will or estate plan.
Members of the 1866 Legacy Society express their commitment to the Cleveland
Police Museum through a very special and important form of financial support. These
donors name the CPHS as the beneficiary of a planned gift. Because of their vision and
generosity, the museum will continue to thrive and prosper.
Being an 1866 Society member involves no dues, obligations, or solicitations. It does
allow us to thank you and recognize you, during your lifetime, for the plans you have
made, and it may inspire generosity in others. The most important benefit you will
receive from joining the 1866 Legacy Society, however, is the satisfaction derived from
making a lasting contribution to our long-term growth.
We would like to invite you to consider joining the 1866 Legacy Society. Make a
planned gift and you can become part of an important group of people who provide
lasting contributions to the Museum.
Watch for additional information on how you can become a member of the 1866
Legacy Society.

Our Mission Statement—The Cleveland Police Historical Society exists to collect and
preserve significant police history and to use its collection and programs to interpret
police history and to foster mutual understanding and respect between law enforcement
officers and the public.
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Eliot Ness and Cleveland's Standard Building
By: Rebecca McFarland, Second Vice President

Rebecca McFarland, Vice President of the Cleveland Police Museum, had the opportunity to meet
with students from Gilmour Academy who visited the Standard Building to learn about its history. In
June 2014, the Standard Building was sold to Weston, Inc. Happily, their representative, owner
Edward Asher, said that the purchase will lead toward an historical renovation of the building in
order to provide modern living in this building that was originally constructed in 1925 as the second
tallest building in Cleveland.

Sue Broadbent and Tom Michaels, of Weston, along with Tom Gridina, property manager, toured the
students who are enrolled in a course on the "History of Cleveland." As a goal of the class, the
students were there to learn lessons of civic engagement, how to repurpose historical architecture
and the process of acquiring real estate. McFarland shared information about Eliot Ness and
his impact on Cleveland while the others spoke of real estate and maintaining historical integrity.
With his Chicago years behind him, in 1934, a youthful Eliot Ness arrived in Cleveland with the task
of serving as an investigator in charge of Cleveland's Alcohol Tax Unit for the Department of the
Treasury. His offices were located in the Standard Building which sits to the south across from
Cleveland's Justice Center. In this building, Eliot Ness served the Treasury Department while Mayor
Harold Burton considered the right candidate for the position of Safety Director. Ness eventually was
tapped for the job as Safety Director, but his year and a half with the Treasury Department was busy
and memorable! One of the more notable elements of the job was his discovery of what was said to
be the largest still in the country - a four-story still! Needless to say, that whiskey wasn't available for
bootleg once Ness discovered the operation.
Back in Ness's day at the Standard Building, "the mystery of what happens to Eliot Ness when he
drops out of sight" proved he was on the 20th floor in the Standard Health Club where he would be
found playing badminton. (Plain Dealer, June 17, 1937) On the sixth floor, Eliot Ness had his office
for the Treasury Department. The F.B.I. also had offices in the Standard Building during his tenure.
Safety had an important presence in this building which originally was constructed by the
Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers. In 1938, the rent for a full floor was $19,000 for a whole year!
The Locomotive Engineers still have a presence in the Standard Building, with their 89 year history in
the same location. Many of the architectural details within the building remain from its construction
in 1925. A very art deco look can be found throughout the main lobby.
Rebecca McFarland considered it a pleasure to share Eliot Ness's history within the Standard
Building as she also enjoyed the tour and the amazing views from the roof of the building - just above
Ness's Health Club. The students were absorbed with the historical charm of the building and
its significance in Cleveland's past. This was a wonderful opportunity for our museum to connect with
the next generation.
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Standard Building Continued...

Students from Gilmour Academy
enjoy a tour and discussion
about the Standard Building
and Eliot Ness’s impact on
Cleveland and its history.

View outside of the Standard
Building. (Pictured Below)

The Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers
Cooperative National Bank Building plaque.
(Pictured above)
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Christmas Memories

December 17, 1939: Patrolmen
John C. Chevin #148 as Santa
Claus, James C. Fitzwilliams
#222, and Patrick Lynch #388
ready for the Christmas Day
Parade.

Circa 1940: Police Chief George
Matowitz in front of Central Police
Station on Payne Avenue.

December 19, 1995: Joseph
Sadie, Commander; Robert
Cermak, Commander; Mr.
Jingeling (Earl Keyes); Larry
Rutherford, Traffic
Commissioner. Cleveland
Police Academy, Roll Call as
Cops & Kids Christmas kicks
off.
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Christmas Memories Continued...

Circa 1935: Officer William C. Keidel’s #318
Christmas wishes. (Pictured above)

Circa 1936: Patrolmen James O. Nation #274 and
Harlan H. Waterson, #25 spread Christmas joy.
(Pictured left)

Limited Quantity!

3 ¼ inch, blue Christmas ornament
with CPD Patch (gift boxed)
Exclusive!

Available only at
The Cleveland Police Museum COP SHOP.
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Cleveland Police Historical Society
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www.clevelandpolicemuseum.org
Email: clevelandpolicemuseum@gmail.com

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Cleveland Police
Museum
Closing December 24
Reopen January 5
Happy Holidays!

Thank you to all of Our Recent Donors!
HOLIDAY SALE
NOW in the COP SHOP
Cleveland Police Museum
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