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M I S SION STAT E M E N T
The Cleveland Police Historical Society exists
to collect and preserve significant police history
and to use its collection and programs to
interpret police history and to foster mutual
understanding and respect between law
enforcement officers and the public.
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OUR CPHS PRESIDENT IS OFFICIALLY RETIRED
Detective Tom Armelli, President of the
Cleveland Police Museum, and most
recently of the Homicide Unit, retired as
of Wednesday, July 27, 2016 at 4:00 PM.

UNIFORM RESALE SHOP by Tom Armelli, President
Your Police Museum is opening a resale shop for gently used or no longer
needed police uniforms and equipment. The shop, located across from the
museum and next to the mailroom, should be
a win/win for buyers, sellers and the museum.
Members of the department can donate their
gently used or no longer needed uniforms and
equipment and can receive an income tax credit
for their donation.

Robert Cermak, Trustee
Thomas J. Matowitz, Trustee
Mark Wade Stone, Trustee
David Sandoval, Trustee
Board meetings are held the fourth Tuesday of
every month at the Cleveland Police Museum.

Officers in need of these uniform items or
equipment can purchase what they need at a
substantial savings and the museum will make
a few dollars to support our efforts of preserving our history. The shop is
accepting donations and hopes to be open for business soon. Watch for our
grand opening announcement at roll call.

Follow us on Facebook for the latest!
facebook.com/clevelandpolicemuseum
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Tom has been a member of the Division of
Police for 35 years. He has been involved
with the Cleveland Police Historical
Society since its inception. Over the years
he has held every position, worked at
every job in the museum and is currently
serving as the President of the Board of
Trustees.
Tom’s goal as president has been to see
the museum expand the size of its foot
print at the Justice Center, modernize
all of our exhibits by including the latest

participate in our outreach programs.
In addition Tom was instrumental in
creating an international association
of police museums to share ideas and
support for all law enforcement related
museums in the United States. Cleveland
was the home to the first conference for
this group and they have met annually for
6 years to date.

Det. Tom Armelli #618, assigned to the Homicide
Unit, turns in his badge to Sergt. Charmin Leon
of the Personnel Unit on July 27, 2016. Det.
Armelli was issued badge #618, 35 years ago on
August 3, 1981, when he was appointed to the
Cleveland Police Department.

hands on interactive technology, increase
attendance and the number of people who

Tom is also a founding member and the
first president of the Greater Cleveland
Peace Officers Memorial Society and was
a founding member of the award winning
Pipes & Drums of the Cleveland Police.
Best wishes on your retirement Tom
from all of us in the Cleveland Police
Historical Society!

WATCH FOR A NEW, IMPROVED WEBSITE!
Redevelopment of our website is in the works!
Soon you will see a new, more efficient Cleveland
Police Museum website.
Our new website will have navigation tools to
take you quickly to the areas you want to browse.
If you are in need of a speaker for your group,
our Speaker’s Bureau will have all our current
representatives and the programs they can offer.

Our Cop Shop will be fully online with photos
of items for sale and a navigation tool to let you
purchase with ease. Researchers won’t have to
look too far to find the information they need.
Keep your eye out for our new site at
www.clevelandpolicemuseum.org – same
address, but with a whole new look!
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A TALE OF THREE BADGES by Thomas Matowitz, Jr., Trustee
When I was a boy, I had three CPD Chief ’s
badges. I came by them honestly since my
grandfather, George Matowitz, served
the department as chief for twenty years.
The three badges were quite different
from each other. One was a brass sheet
metal stamping, and was pretty clearly the
badge my grandfather was issued by the
city when he was appointed Chief in 1931.
I donated this badge to the museum in
memory of my uncle Clayton, the chief ’s
eldest son, at the time of his death twenty
years ago.
The second badge is something special,
a presentation badge given to my
grandfather by a civic group in March
1931. It follows the design of the city
issued badge pretty closely, but it is far
heavier and beautifully made by a jeweler.
The badge has a long inscription engraved
on its back. Last fall I donated it to the
museum in memory of my father, feeling
certain that that is what he would have
wished.
The third badge is problematic. Its design
is far more intricate than the others. It is
also beautifully made by a jeweler, but it
is a design that seems very old fashioned

compared to the other two. The story
behind this one didn’t become clear
until I was researching the department’s
history in 2003. I poured over hundreds
of photos regarding the department’s past.

George Matowitz, 1905.
Photo: clevelandpolicemuseum.org

One of them showed Chief Fred Kohler
wearing an identical badge in the early
twentieth century. Kohler was one of the
department’s most controversial figures
and someone my grandfather once knew
very well. As a patrolman, my grandfather
learned that the chief was looking for a
stenographer. He went to night school to
learn the skill, and then presented himself

TRUSTEE ARNO O. BOHME
at the chief ’s office. Impressed with his
initiative, Kohler gave my grandfather the
job.
The following is conjecture on my part,
but I suspect that when Kohler resigned
as Chief, he gave this badge to my
grandfather. George Matowitz had already
begun his rapid rise through the ranks,
and was something of a protégé of Kohler.
It seems entirely possible to me that Kohler
gave him the badge, expressing the idea
that he would need it himself someday
when he became chief. I do know that
it was something very important to my
grandfather; a prized possession he held
carefully as long as he lived.
There is some real irony in all this. My
father often told me that his father did
not wear a uniform as chief if he could
avoid it, and normally went to work in a
three piece business suit. Because of this,
the chief who acquired three badges was
rarely seen wearing one.
The Kohler badge remains in my family’s
hands. I hope that in due course it will
be donated to the museum one day and
rejoin it’s companions after all these years.

INTERNATIONAL POLICE MUSEUM
CONFERENCE
During the last week of June 2016, three representatives from our
Cleveland Police Historical Society and Museum attended the International Conference of Police Museums in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada. Our hosts could not have been more gracious as representatives from all over the U.S.A. and Canada gathered to learn
a variety of techniques for perfecting our guests’ experience in our
respective museums. Seminars were held for three days on topics
such as Shadowbox Framing, Social Media, Interactive Kiosks, Exhibit Development and so much more.
Representatives, Rebecca McFarland, Tony Colon and Patrick
Reynolds, were treated to tours of the Saskatoon Police Headquarters, the Western Development Museum and the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police facility! Each one of these sites were awe-inspiring

Our friend, Charles Lane posted this message on social media – and we
couldn’t agree more! Many thanks to all our Cleveland Police Officers!
“It is with great honor that the Cleveland Police Foundation sends our
heartfelt thanks and congratulations to the Cleveland Division of Police and
all of their law enforcement partners from across the nation for a job well
done!
Through your professional and compassionate efforts, the citizens of
Cleveland and those who visited our city during the Republican National
Convention were able to have a positive experience.
You not only kept our citizens safe, but created an atmosphere that allowed
the City of Cleveland to be showcased to the nation…and the world.
You not only kept our citizens safe, but created an atmosphere that allowed
the City of Cleveland to be showcased to the nation…and the world.
You not only kept our citizens safe, but created an atmosphere that allowed
the City of Cleveland to be showcased to the nation…and the world.”

LET’S CELEBRATE THIS FALL!
In 1866, the Ohio State Legislature wrote into law the establishment of the Metropolitan Police Act that allowed the city to create The Cleveland Metropolitan
Police Department. Members of the City Marshal’s Office were incorporated into
the new police force and a former City Marshal, Samuel Furnall, was appointed
as the Captain and acting Superintendent.
Photo: Western Development Museum; by Rebecca McFarland

to see. The displays and the rich culture they shared were something
very memorable. It’s our hope that many of the ideas we learned,
from both the lectures and interacting with fellow police museum
personal, will be ones that we will implement in our own museum
in the near future.

The Cleveland Police Museum, where law and order are always preserved.
The HOT SHEET													

2

This year, we will celebrate the 150th Anniversary of the establishment of the city’s first police department for its residents. Keep your eye
out for our news about a celebration party for
this special anniversary! We’ll have updates on
our Facebook page and our website. Everyone
is invited!

Arno Bohme was a 25 year member of the Board
of Trustees for our museum. He was a tireless
volunteer, but on August 4, he lost his battle with
multiple myeloma. Arno
was an active supporter
of the Cleveland Police
Museum and the NE Ohio
Inter-Museum
Council,
promoting the great history
of the Cleveland area any
way he could.
He was always willing to lend a helping hand.
When there was a job to do, Arno would never
hesitate to volunteer. We will miss him on our
board and we share our condolences to Eva and
his children.

IN REMEMBRANCE
Trustee Steve LaTourette, 62, died August 3,
2016 at his home in McLean, Virginia, after
a long battle with pancreatic cancer. He was a
public servant for 34 years, including as Lake
County prosecutor and as a Republican member
of Congress. He served for several years on the
CPHS Board of Trustees.

SPEAKERS’ BUREAU
If your civic organization would like
to host someone from our museum,
know that we are glad to visit. There are
several topics that we might share with
your organization.
Our trustees can bring a PowerPoint
presentation on a variety of topics of
Cleveland’s history. Call the museum
and ask for more information. We’re
sure that one of our speaker’s will have
just what your organization
might need!
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